THE DARK AGES IN ENGLAND
somewhat in Europe. He married a sister to the French King,
Charles the Simple. He began taking over North England,
and he married another sister to the Scandinavian who was at
the head of the little foreign garrisons there. That Scan-
dinavian, Sightric, was still a heathen. Athelstan baptized him,
and when he died shortly afterwards took over the direct
management of his district. The dead man. had a son called
Anlaff, who, having thus lost his income, fled to Ireland to plan
revenge. Meanwhile Athelstan affirmed his kingship, claimed a
sort of overlordship over the whole island, and took on the
Roman titles of Basileus and Imperator. At his court the heir
to Norway was baptized. It was from his court also that
Louis, the heir to the French crown, set forth to claim it.
From his court another of his sisters married the German
Emperor, Otto. Most important of all, he married a fourth
sister to Hugh the Great, from whom descended the new kings
of France. Anlaff came back in 937 (or 938) with a great mixed
army of Danish pirates, English adventurers, and Scotsmen,
some hired, some joining from hope of gain. It was the largest
force that had come to England during all the troubles, probably
25,000 men. It was broken in a great battle the site of which
no one knows, but which was famous for generations under the
name of Brunanburgh. Two or three years after this con-
firmation of his power Athelstan died. It is a memorable date,
October 27, 940. Thenceforward England has unity, and is in
some vague way a nation.
The Normans. While these things were proceeding to
the north of the Channel in the first half of the tenth century,
two things of importance were affecting civilization to the south
of the Channel, on the continent of Europe. The first was the
formation of the Norman Duchy. The second was the religious
reform starting from the monastery of Cluny, in Burgundy.
The first of these things, the rise of the Normans, was the
creation of a sort of new state on the northern shores of Gaul, or,
as the country had now come to be called, Francia, which in
time has become France. The same Scandinavian, pirates who
had raided England had, of course, raided the Continent as well.
They came in the same comparatively small bands; they came
with the same motive, loot; they came under the same Pagan
mood—hardly organized enough to be called a religion; and
they tended south of the Channel, as they did north of it, to
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